New Dao Fables
B = e
Wisdom of the Wild
PR ZiE

With Student [ xercises

Dawn H [ i




Tablc of Contents

Dedication

ik

How This Book Came to Be

AF A

Prelude: The Story of Dao

1.

Fr: EAE
The Flying Dragon and the Dancing Phoenix
e RS

. The Monkey and the Snake's Secret

W T Fade 69 F6 5

. The Turtle’s and the Crane's Perspectives

5 56 AL AR 694 A

. The Tiger and the Wise Rabbit

2 REIEHE RT

. The Vigilant Cat and the Fox

= R R R )

. The Mandarin Ducks and the Lotus Dance

BB EE T FE

. The Soaring Eagle and the Wise Condor

A S IGRE

. The Rat and the Ox’s Harvest

# R 02k

. The Pig’s Mud and the Horse’s Meadow

OB B FH

10. The Skylark and the Nightingale

TAERRE

Afterword: Key Daoist Concepts

Rt WM aEmS

Acknowledgments

S

References

5 SRR

About the Author

=T

vi

16

24

32

40

48

56

64

72

80

88

90

92

94



1. The f:lging Dragon and the Dancing
Phoenix

In the sacred mountains of Kunlun, China, where rivers flowed and peaks
touched the heavens, a dragon and a phoenix dwelled in solitude. The dragon,
with scales shining like emeralds, guarded the rivers, his breath filled with
mist and wisdom. The phoenix, adorned with feathers of crimson and gold,
graced the skies, her song a beacon of hope in the dawn.

For years, they lived apart, each in their realm: the dragon beneath the
tranquil waters, the phoenix in the boundless heavens. They sensed each
other’s presence, yet never sought to meet, believing their worlds too distant,
their nature too different.

One year, the earth grew weary; a terrible drought gripped the land.
Rivers dwindled to streams, and the sky hung low with the weight of despair.
The dragon’s waters grew still, and the phoenix’s wings could find no breeze.
Feeling the deep pain of the earth and their own longing, they agreed to meet
where the river touched the sky, at the crest of Kunlun.

The dragon spoke, his voice a deep rumble, “We suffer alone. But together,
we might heal this land.”

The phoenix nodded, her voice soft as a spring breeze, “Let us unite our
strengths and restore balance.”

They combined their powers. The dragon drew water from the deepest
springs, and the phoenix danced in the air, her wings fanning the clouds. Rain
fell, gently and steadily, reviving the land and rivers. The earth bloomed once
more, renewed by their harmony.

From that day on, the dragon and the phoenix danced together in
harmony. Their spirits intertwined, and their differences became a source of
strength. Balance and prosperity returned to the world, flourishing with
auspicious energy. People called this beautiful harmony “the auspicious union
of dragon and phoenix.”

Dao Message: Harmony arises when we embrace differences and unite for the
greater good.
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The dragon and the phoenix symbolize Yin and Yang, opposites that, when
united, bring harmony to the world. Their meeting at Kunlun to restore
balance reflects the Daoist principle that harmony is achieved through the
blending of opposing forces.
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(@ The Dao Scroll
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Laozi: Dao De Jing (ch. 42)
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Modern English

The Tao begot one,

One begot two,

Two begot three,

And three begot the ten thousand things.

The ten thousand things carry Yin and embrace Yang.

They achieve harmony by combining these forces.

(Translated by Gia-Fu Feng, with Jane English, Vintage Books,
1972)

AR EE

A —,

"‘LJF_-:-,

—4=,

=4 %5,

B MK R,
Ak B A A AR A3



Original Words /2 C

4
o
v

Tt
b |
|

X B

& MR ¥

Classical Chinese texts are read from right to left, top to
bottom, and do not use punctuation.

Original Words in Pinyin /& X Aot &

ii £ —  Daoshéngyi

—4 = Yishénger

— 4=  Frshéngsin

=4 &4 San shéeng wanwu
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1. What do the dragon and phoenix symbolize in the story, and how do their
differences contribute to their strength?
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2. Why did the dragon and phoenix choose to meet and collaborate rather than
continue living separately? What lesson can we learn from their decision?
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3. How can embracing differences and working together create harmony in
our own lives and communities? Can you think of a personal experience where
this was true?
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From every other line in the story, pick a word that inspires you. Combine
these words with your own to write a poem or a piece of prose exploring the
idea of working together.
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Bonus Challenge
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Select one or two key concepts from the previous pages and weave them into

your poem or prose.

PERT K AR FE— E M A SMS, M CPIRNRF R T,



X Coloring
e

Add your colors: bring this scene to life.
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